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Bus and coach industry news

Date: 9 May 2007                                     Number: 4467                               Release: Now
April coach registrations well down
· Big bus rolling year total of 2,543 at April a respite, but mainly for single deckers.

· Big single deck buses down 27% for the three months to April.
· Double deck buses down 60.4% on same three months in 2006.
· Coaches figures well down by comparison to last April’s distorted performance.
'Comparisons with last April’s distorted market were always likely to be both painful and suspect,' said Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.   'More operators than many expected tried to beat the 1 May 2006 deadline for digital tachographs, so last month's figures look a little lame by comparison.   The numbers fell from 296 to 136, below the 155 units more typical of April in recent years.   Registrations will remain disjointed for a few months, but when these exceptional times pass we expect a return to stability.'
Big buses and coaches – rolling year registrations December 2002 to April 2007
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If you have any questions, please call Robin Dickeson on +44(0)2 073 449 222

Mobile +44 (0)7 974 435 641    E-mail:   rdickeson@smmt.co.uk

Further tables and charts follow with more details of annual trends by gross vehicle weight & type.
April 2007 bus and coach registration data
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2007

	
	April
	% change*
	YTD 2007
	% change*
	Rolling year to Apr

	Total buses and coaches
	1,105
	- 17.3%
	3,533
	- 25.7%
	10,512

	Buses above 8.5t
	206
	- 15.2%
	687
	- 34.6%
	2,543

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single-deck buses:
	
	
	
	
	

	minibuses to 3.5t
	356
	- 20.0%
	1,159
	- 38.9%
	4,074

	3.5 – 8.5t
	407
	15.6%
	1,287
	7.1%
	3,019

	8.5 – 16t
	79
	 - 36.3%
	317
	 - 29.4%
	1,114

	16t +
	94
	77.4%
	240
	- 18.4%
	742

	Single-deck buses total
	936
	- 3.9%
	3,003
	- 21.9%
	8,949

	16t + double-deck buses
	33
	- 50.0%
	130
	- 57.7%
	687

	All buses
	969
	- 6.8%
	3,133
	- 24.5%
	9,636

	All coaches
	136
	- 54.1%
	400
	- 34.2%
	876

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	18
	- 56.1%
	89
	25.4%
	169

	Coaches 16t+
	118
	- 53.7%
	311
	- 42.1%
	707


The statistics in the above table are based on all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body.   The data covers all vehicles, from minibuses to double-deck buses and coaches.

Notes

Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year-to-date

Key annual trends in the UK bus and coach new registration markets

Annual trends – rolling year totals for months from December 2002 to 2007
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SDBuses>8.5t

DDBuses>16t


SDBuses: Single-deck buses

DDBuses: Double-deck buses

Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS – 

Bus and coach report NR3B&C
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